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1, Introduction
IntRODuCtIOn

The Truckee r�ver �s a cr�t�cally �mportant natural resource that 
serves many funct�ons. The r�ver �s the outlet of lake Tahoe, 
prov�d�ng water supply for reno and nevada users. The r�ver �s 
a s�gn�f�cant natural resource that prov�des a recreat�onal trout 
f�shery, hab�tat for the endangered lahontan cutthroat trout, and 
r�par�an hab�tat for w�ldl�fe.  

The Truckee r�ver �s also an essent�al transportat�on corr�dor. 
state route (sr) 89 parallels the r�ver, serv�ng as a reg�onal gate-
way to the north shore of the Tahoe bas�n. sr 98 also prov�des 
essent�al c�rculat�on for local res�dents l�v�ng along the r�ver and �n 
both Placer and nevada Count�es, and �s a key route for v�s�tors 
to access major sk� areas and the lake.

The Truckee r�ver Corr�dor �s also an outstand�ng recreat�on 
resource; prov�d�ng a popular dest�nat�on for paddlers, h�kers, an-
glers, cross-country sk�ers, and b�cycl�sts. The ex�st�ng Class 1 tra�l 
along the southernmost r�ver reach �s popular w�th both fam�l�es 
and more ser�ous athletes.

Wh�le r�ver corr�dor property �s mostly �n publ�c ownersh�p, long-
establ�shed pr�vate parcels along the r�ver conta�n many res�denc-
es that are both seasonal and permanent homes.

PuRPOSe Of tHe  
TRuCkee RiveR CoRRidoR 
ACCess Pl An

from Tahoe C�ty to Truckee, h�stor�cal ra�lroad, past logg�ng, and 
current transportat�on �ssues have comb�ned w�th recent growth 
�n local populat�on, development, and recreat�onal use to put 
substant�al pressure on the Truckee r�ver corr�dor.

Pressures �nclude hab�tat �mpacts, such as eroded streambanks 
and degraded r�vers�de meadows. safety hazards occur at �nter-
sect�ons and where dr�vers park along sr 89 to walk to the r�ver. 
V�s�tors and locals are �nappropr�ately cross�ng pr�vate property to 
reach or cross the r�ver. 

Publ�c �nterest �n and use of the Truckee r�ver �s �ncreas�ng 
among local and v�s�t�ng recreat�on�sts, such as fly f�shers, paddlers, 
b�cycl�sts, and h�kers. The Truckee r�ver �s an �ncreas�ng attract�on 
to tour�sts from outs�de the area. 

no s�ngle agency, organ�zat�on, or stakeholder has jur�sd�ct�on 
over all the land �n the r�ver corr�dor or control of all these �ssues; 
however, leadersh�p �n the form of coord�nat�on of plans and 
projects can go a long way toward creat�ng solut�ons.

The Placer County Plann�ng department has taken the f�rst steps 
toward th�s coord�nat�on by fund�ng the preparat�on of a corr�dor 
access plan to �dent�fy env�ronmental and access-related r�ver 
corr�dor �ssues and projects. Th�s study plan �s �ntended to serve 
as the gu�d�ng v�s�on to help agenc�es and organ�zat�ons 1) d�rect 
land management act�v�t�es; 2) enhance, restore and protect 
natural resources; and 3) develop tra�ls, stag�ng areas, and other 
potent�al low-�ntens�ty recreat�onal fac�l�t�es.

VISIOn StAtement

The v�s�on of the Truckee r�ver Corr�dor access Plan �s to 
restore and enhance the r�ver corr�dor’s ecolog�cal, water qual�ty, 
recreat�onal, and nonmotor�zed-transportat�on values for the 
benef�t of res�dents and v�s�tors, wh�le protect�ng pr�vate-property 
r�ghts of corr�dor landowners.
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Present Environm ental 
Docum ent to  the 

P lacer County Board of 
Supervisors 

Input from
C om m unity

 
 

Prepare Study  P lan
(current project phase)

•  Establish goals and objectives
•  R eview  and analyze existing 

data
•  P repare opportunities and 

constraints analysis 
•  D evelop recom m endations for 

access and resource 
m anagem ent 

•  D efine funding opportunities 
•  R eview  by C ounty 
•  P repare F inal Study Plan 

Conduct Additional 
S tudies and Refine 

Priority Projects
•  Secure funding
•  C onduct additional studies
•  P repare conceptual designs for 

priority projects and refine cost 
estim ates

•  C oordinate w ith partners 

Detailed Design, 
Construction Docum ents 

and Im plem entation
•  Secure funding for priority 

projects
•  C oordinate w ith partners 

Environm ental 
Com pliance

•  D eterm ine environm enta l 
com pliance strategy 

•  P repare N EPA/C EQ A/TR PA 
analysis based on strategy and 
project need 

Input from
Stakeholders
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PROJeCt BACkGROunD

Pl an .are a

The study plan area beg�ns at the sr 89 Truckee r�ver br�dge, 
known locally as “fanny br�dge,” and extends downstream ap-
prox�mately 15 m�les to the Placer County l�ne just outs�de of 
the Truckee town l�m�ts (exh�b�t 1-1). The w�dth of the corr�dor 
var�es, but �t generally extends approx�mately one-e�ghth m�le on 
e�ther s�de of the r�ver. 

Pr�vate, noncommerc�al propert�es were not exam�ned and are 
not �ncluded �n any study plan act�ons.

The plan was �n�t�ated by part�c�pants �n the Truckee r�ver 
Watershed Counc�l’s Projects and assessments Comm�ttee and 
funded by Placer County.

Pl an .De ve loPm e nt .an D .
I m Ple m e ntatIon .Proce s s

The study plan synthes�zes current natural resource, recreat�on, 
and land use plann�ng �nformat�on and prov�des general gu�dance 
on future resources management and access-related projects �n 
the corr�dor. Projects �dent�f�ed �n th�s plan w�ll generally requ�re 
add�t�onal s�te-spec�f�c study, deta�led plann�ng and des�gn, env�-
ronmental compl�ance, and perm�tt�ng before �mplementat�on. 
each of these steps w�ll engage the publ�c through outreach and 
publ�c rev�ew processes based on resource sens�t�v�ty, project 
complex�ty, and legal requ�rements. exh�b�t 1-2 �llustrates the 
overall process requ�red to �mplement a project and the role of 
the study plan.



Truckee r�ver and Class i b�ke path, 2005
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GOAlS, DeSIReD OutCOmeS, 
AnD DeSIReD SeCOnDARy 
BenefItS

Goal s

The goals of th�s plan are as follows:

• Coord�nate the mult�ple jur�sd�ct�ons w�th author�ty �n 
the corr�dor through a s�ngle management strategy to 
address tra�ls and publ�c access, hab�tat conservat�on and 
restorat�on, and water qual�ty.

• ident�fy restorat�on projects that w�ll �mprove w�ldl�fe 
and aquat�c hab�tat, restore a cont�guous r�par�an plant 
commun�ty along the r�ver, and enhance water qual�ty.

• ident�fy a recreat�on and transportat�on route and/or tra�l 
for walk�ng, �n-l�ne skat�ng, and b�cycle use from squaw 
Valley to the Town of Truckee.

• ident�fy access �mprovements for angl�ng and boat�ng from 
the sr 89 br�dge to the Town of Truckee.

• ident�fy local and reg�onal connect�ons to mult�use tra�ls 
and recreat�on access po�nts. 

• Coord�nate w�th the Placer legacy open space 
Conservat�on Program, watershed plann�ng efforts, and 
other c�ty plann�ng and development �n�t�at�ves.

• develop a base map and related spat�al �nformat�on 
appropr�ate for future project-plann�ng efforts along the 
Truckee r�ver from Tahoe C�ty to the Placer County l�ne.

• respect and protect pr�vate-property r�ghts.

De s Ire D .outcom e s

The des�red outcomes from �mplementat�on of th�s plan �nclude:

• improve places for people of all ages and ab�l�t�es to access 
the Truckee r�ver and red�rect ex�st�ng publ�c access, 
where needed, to protect natural resources. d�scourage 
and/or restr�ct access to sens�t�ve hab�tat areas.

• Prov�de a more even d�str�but�on of recreat�on 
exper�ences along the Truckee r�ver. 

• respect and protect pr�vate-property r�ghts. d�scourage 
trespass�ng and d�rect access away from pr�vate parcels 
along the r�ver. 

• increase natural-her�tage and w�ldl�fe values along the 
corr�dor.

• Ma�nta�n or �mprove water qual�ty of the r�ver.

• increase the educat�onal and �nterpret�ve elements to 
h�ghl�ght ecolog�cal, h�stor�c, cultural, and scen�c qual�t�es of 
the corr�dor.

De s Ire D .s econ Dary .B e n e fIt s

The des�red secondary benef�ts from �mplementat�on of th�s plan 
�nclude:

• encourage econom�c development by attract�ng new 
v�s�tors and bus�nesses and enhanc�ng property values and 
local tax revenues.

• Promote compat�ble and mutually support�ve land use 
patterns for developers, res�dents, the state and federal 
agenc�es, and local governments.
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